Saint Patrick’s Catholic Voluntary Academy

British Values Policy

British values are not just theoretical; they are rooted in the institutions and history that underpin the nation, which politicians are often ambivalent about, or are reluctant to praise unequivocally for fear of offending someone.

Common law tradition can be traced back to before the Norman Conquest. Our society is based on the idea that we all abide by the same rules, whatever our wealth or status. As Thomas Fuller said in 1733, “Be ye never so high the law is above you.”

One of Britain’s finest statesmen, Winston Churchill, wrote many books and was eloquent in speaking of the British people’s strength and resilience.
In responding to President Roosevelt, he said:

‘Put your confidence in us. Give us your faith and your blessing....and all will be well. We shall not fail or falter. We shall not weaken or tire......give us the tools and we will finish the job.

On 18th June, 1940. Immediately after the fall of France, Churchill rallied the British people once more. With his characteristic Shakespearean gusto, he declared, “Let us therefore brace ourselves to our duty, and so bear ourselves, that if the British Empire and it’s Commonwealth last for a thousand years, men will still say, ‘This was their finest hour.’
In Saint Patrick’s Catholic Voluntary Academy the children are presented with a curriculum and values that promote British values.
	British Values
	Opportunities in Saint Patrick’s that explores British values

	1. Firstly to be a citizen of this country we abide by the laws of government

	· The governing body abide by the legislation of governorship and the education legislation
· The school as an academy follows the  DFE guidelines

· The school abides by national standards of safeguarding and health and safety

· School implementation of the national curriculum and tests

	2.  Sovereignty of the Crown in Parliament. The Lords, the Commons and the monarch constitute the supreme authority in the land. In recent years this has been extended to the Supreme Court.


	· Recognition of the National anthem – Special awards ceremony
· Picture of Queen Elizabeth 11  in a prominent place in school

· Celebrate the queen’s birthday (May-June)

·  History syllabus – World war 1 and 2; Victorian England; Kings, William the conquerer – plantagenets; Tudors, Henry VIII

· Celebrate the day of the Magna Carta – 15th June

It was signed (by royal seal) between the feudal barons and King John at Runnymede near Windsor Castle. The document was a series of written promises between the king and his subjects that he, the king, would govern England and deal with its people according to the customs of feudal law. Magna Carta was an attempt by the barons to stop a king - in this case John - abusing his power with the people of England suffering.

	3. Tolerance: no one should be treated differently on the basis of belonging to a particular group. By the same token, all parties, sects, faiths and ideologies must tolerate the existence of their rivals. On the other hand, there should be no toleration at all of unequal treatment of men and women.


	· Recognition of the meaning of community and citizens and that each individual is unique and to be respected
· Groups within school encourage responsibility and respect, school council and fair trade council

· Sports – Children are encouraged to play sports and be proud to represent their school. They promote respect, fair play, skilful practice and recognise the talents in other children.

· Policy: Equality, Pay, Behaviour, Health and safety, Inclusion are samples of respect and tolerance

· Children are taught to respect and promote honesty and integrity

	4. Personal freedom and a presumption against state coercion.


	· The children are aware of rules and expectations
· All children through classroom discussion, PHSCE, RE, Circle time

· Children are confident in voicing their opinion and inform staff whe they are concerned 

· Each child is respected as unique individuals

	5. Free speech and freedom of expression, including an unfettered, vibrant and pluralistic media.

	Explanation:  Everyone has the right to freedom of expression. This right shall include freedom to hold opinions and to receive and impart information and ideas.
· The children have the freedom to express opinion, share cultural differences, dress in cultural attire, share faiths , share family celebrations
· Collaboration with parents ensuring they are empowered to drive the school forward

· Designed website improving communications and promoting the school community

	6. Belief in private property and the freedom to buy and sell without fear of confiscation, to transfer ownership, to sign contracts and have them enforced.

	· The culture of honesty, tolerance, respect of personal property is embedded in school life
· People  and property are valued

· The foundation stones of faith permeate life in school and this includes the 10 commandments:

1. I am the LORD thy God
2. Thou shalt have no other gods
3. No graven images or likenesses
4. Not take the LORD's name in vain
5. Remember the Sabbath day
6. Honour thy father and thy mother
7. Thou shalt not kill
8. Thou shalt not commit adultery
9. Thou shalt not steal
10. Thou shalt not bear false witness
11. Thou shalt not covet
· Come and See is a syllabus that underpins every thought and word and gospel values emerges as a framework for living
· Teacher’s have contracts of employment which satisfies employment laws 

	7. Institutions that are quintessentially British and capture and reflect its character. They would include the monarchy, the Armed Forces, the Church and, yes, the BBC.

	· Planned remembrance Sunday assemblies
· Follow the churches liturgical year readings and celebrations

· Remembrance Sunday celebrations

· Themed topic weeks such school dinners from to 1950’s

	8. Our history and culture. A lack of understanding of the past is instrumental in a failure to comprehend the present. 

	· Celebrate Saint George’s day
· The history/Geography curriculum defines changes in the past that reflect the present society

	9. Our love of sport and of fair play. We are not alone in this; but it is often forgotten that most of the major sports played around the world were codified in this country.

	· Effective sports curriculum
· Planned approach to sport experiences and expenditure sports premium

· Universal school meals ensures all infant children receive a nutritous meal during the day

	10. Patriotism – not in the pretended sense derided by Johnson as “the last refuge of the scoundrel”, but real and generous love of country

	· Ensure the union jack is displayed in school
· Share ‘Good News’ stories in the media 

· Use military role models to visit school – lead assemblies

· Invite parishioners and members of the community to share their stories with the children


